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Mission
The mission of the Orthopaedic Traumatology Advanced Clinical Experience (TACE) is to facilitate the 
development of oustanding orthopaedic trauma surgeons. The TACE can organize a trauma team that 
adequately manages problems of polytraumatized patients, in academic or non-academic settings. The TACE 
possesses a solid clinical foundation, as well as advanced traumatology skills. 

Program Overview
The Orthopaedic Traumatology Advanced Clinical Experience (TACE) is a 12-month program designed for 
board eligible orthopaedic surgeons, after their residency training. By providing a complete experience 
involving patient care, teaching, and opportunities for basic and clinical research, the TACE curriculum 
satisfies the developing criteria for a Certificate for Specific Expertise in Orthopaedic Traumatology and is 
accredited by the OTA Fellowship Committee guidelines and requirements. This experience exposes the 
orthopaedist to the organization and management of a Level 1 Academic Trauma Center, and to the function 
of the orthopaedic traumatologist in this setting. Clinical experience and teaching are profuse. The clinical 
component of the TACE introduces the orthopaedist to many operative and nonopera-tive techniques used in 
polytrauma with special emphasis on stable internal fixation. Advanced and innovative techniques of internal 
fixation are emphasized.

The TACE rotates through five individual clinical services. The clinical rotations are approximately 2.5 months 
in duration. Each service or team consists of the TACE, a chief resident, a junior resident, and nurse 
practitioners. Medi-cal students are frequently a component of the team. Nine full-time equivalent 
experienced faculty members are divided among the teams. Each team has sub-specialty emphasis and 
dedication. Trauma related team sub-specialty areas include acute foot/ankle trauma and post-traumatic 
reconstruction, complex periarticular fractures, pelvic/acetabular injuries, proximal humeral arthroplasty for 
fractures, complex elbow fractures and fracture-dislocations, nonunion and deformity reconstruction, among 
others.

2025-2026 Fellowship
From Left to Right, Top Row: Dr. Stephen Benirschke, Dr. Zachary Rockov (ACE), Dr. Michael Githens. 
From Left to Right, Middle Row: Dr. Conor Kleweno, Dr. Erika Roddy, Dr. Robert Dunbar, Dr. Reza 
Firoozabadi 
From Left to Right, Bottom Row: Dr. Tyler Chavez (ACE), Dr. Jaquelyn Kakalecik (ACE), Dr. David 
Barei (Program Director), Dr. Michael Gustin (ACE), Dr. Eleanor Sato (ACE) and Dr. Mihir Patel (ACE)



Program History

The University of Washington assumed control of the King County Medical 
Center, now Harborview Medical Center. Donald Gunn, M.D. was the Chief of 
Orthopaedics at HMC in 1968-1969, Sigvard T. Hansen Jr., M.D. was the Chief 
Resident in Orthopae-dic Surgery, and  D. Kay Clawson, M.D. was the Chief of 
Orthopaedics for the Univer-sity of Washington, of which Harborview Medical 
Center was a major component.

Dr. Hansen became chief of Orthopaedics at Harborview Medical Center and 
established the roots of aggressive management of long bone and pelvic fractures. 
In 1973 Drs. Claw-son and Hansen attended the AO Course in Davos, Switzerland. 
Thereafter, stable fixation became the treatment of choice at Harborview Medical 
Center. 

Dr. Hansen visited Gerhardt Kuntscher and learned advanced techniques of 
medullary nail-ing. He was involved in the early North American AO/ASIF 
development and, in particular, worked with Hans Willenegger.
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Erika Roddy, MD
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University of Washington School of Medicine 
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University of Washington School of Medicine



Fellowship Specifics

The TACE takes approximately 6 calls per month averaged over the year. The primary on-call responsibilities in 
the hospital belong to the junior and senior UW HMC orthopaedic residents. Commonly, one junior resident is 
assigned to the ward, and one to the Emergency Department. The TACE may take call from home, or in the 
hospital with the team. An attending faculty member participates on call with the team each night.

The TACE works in the assigned team’s orthopaedic clinic one day per week. The TACEs clinical responsibilities 
include operative procedures as surgeon and assistant, daily ward rounds, and emergency patient care along 
with the chief or junior resident. The average ward census for an ACE is fifteen to twenty patients covered 
primarily by the junior orthopaedic resident, supervised by the chief resident. One elective operating day per 
attending is assigned, and other operative procedures are scheduled throughout the week.

At least one basic science or clinical project is required during the year. Ideally, a clinical project is a prospective 
clinical trial. A trauma data base facilitates other clinical projects. The facilities for basic science research are 
located in the new Research Building at Harborview. Biomechanical studies related to internal fixation of 
numerous fractures have been designed and implemented by former TACEs. Similarly, almost any investigation 
can be developed.
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Meet Our Current Trauma ACEs

Helena Barber, MD

Carol Lee, MD

Owen Marecic, MD

Dr. Barber received her Doctor of Medicine from Duke University in 
Durham, NC. She completed her Orthopedic Surgery Residency at Washington 
University in Saint Louis, MO.

Dr. Lee received her Doctor of Medicine from Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, OH. She completed  her Orthopedic 
Surgery Residency at the Cedars Sinai in Los Angeles, CA. 

Dr. Marecic received his Doctor of Medicine from the Stanford University 
in Stanford, CA. He also completed his Orthopedic Surgery 
Residency at Stanford University in Stanford, CA.

Andrew Ronald, MD

Dr. Ronald received his Doctor of Medicine from Case Western Reserve in 
Cleveland, OH. He completed his Orthopedic Surgery Residency at Boston 
University in Boston,  MA.

Jacob Speybroeck, MD

Dr. Speybroeck received his Doctor of Medicine from Indiana 
University in Indianapolis, IN. He completed his Orthopaedic Surgery Residency 
at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH.



Harborview Trauma ACE Alumni



Contact Information

Website: www.orthop.washington.edu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UWOrthopaedicsSportsMedicine 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/UWOrthopaedics
Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/HuskyOrthopaedics

	 Trisha Fujiwara
Program Operations Specialist, 
Fellowship 206-744-3658
tfuji416@uw.edu

Harborview Medical Center Orthopaedic Administration 
Office 8th Floor, Ninth and Jefferson Building

908 Jefferson Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Current Trauma Faculty from L to R: Dr. Erika Roddy, Dr. Eleanor Sato, Dr. Michael Gustin, Dr. Conor Kleweno, 
Dr. Zachary Rockov, Dr. David Barei, Dr. Michael Githens, Dr. Robert Dunbar, Dr. REZA fFiroozabadi and Dr. 
Stephen Benirschke. (Not pictured: Dr. Daphne Beingessner)




